
Sainthood for John Paul II, John XXIII in canonization ceremony - CNN.com

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/04/27/world/pope-canonization/index.html?iref=allsearch[06/05/2014 13:33:19]

Rome (CNN) -- John XXIII and John Paul II were canonized
Sunday by Pope Francis in an unprecedented ceremony witnessed
by huge crowds gathered in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City.

Millions more around the world watched as two former pontiffs were
for the first time installed as saints in a dual canonization.

The faithful and the curious packed the streets of Rome around the
Vatican before dawn, hoping to gain entry to St. Peter's Square and
catch a direct glimpse of church history in the making.

Vatican Radio put the crowds at some 800,000 in the St. Peter's
area, including the square and the roads and gardens around it.
Another 500,000 followed the proceedings on giant screens set up
around Rome, according to estimates based on police aerial shots.

In another first on a historic day, two living popes were
present for the ceremony.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, who resigned from the
papacy a year ago citing health reasons, was not at the
altar but was greeted warmly by Francis both before and
after the event.

Sainthood for John Paul II and John
XXIII, as crowds pack St. Peter's
Square
By Laura Smith-Spark, Delia Gallagher and Ben Wedeman, CNN
April  28, 2014 -- Updated 1015 GMT (1815 HKT)
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April 27.
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Many of those gathered in the square for the solemn
open-air ceremony carried flags and banners. The red
and white Polish flag was prominent among them, a
reflection of the affection felt for John Paul II in his
homeland, Poland. Another read simply, "Thank you."

With the canonization, a holy relic for each of the popes
was formally presented to the altar before the crowds.
Giant banners showing the faces of the two late popes
hung on the facade of St. Peter's Basilica.

In his homily, Francis described the pair as "men of
courage" who bore witness to God's mercy.

"They were priests, bishops and popes of the 20th century," he
said. "They lived through the tragic events of that century, but they
were not overwhelmed by them. For them, God was more powerful,
faith was more powerful."

He paid tribute to the efforts of John XXIII and John Paul II to renew
and strengthen the church.

The landmark Second Vatican Council called by John XXIII was of
great service to the church, he said. That council helped to bring the
church to the people, for example by allowing languages other than
Latin to be used for Mass.

John Paul II, who served for nearly 27 years, is seen as the "pope
of the family" and wanted to be remembered that way, Francis
added.

Popemobile progress

After greeting visiting dignitaries, Pope Francis climbed into the
Popemobile, a chance for him to get closer to some of the many
faithful who have flocked to Rome.

The joyful crowds waved and screamed as he passed through their
midst in the open-sided vehicle, with Francis waving and smiling
back.

One American pilgrim, Hector Alicea of Maryland, told CNN it was
"a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity" for him and his two children to be
there for the event.

"It was very exciting," he said. "We didn't get a lot of sleep and it's
very, very crowded, but all in all it was an incredibly cheerful
environment."

The event has a special significance for him because his faith was
revitalized after he heard John Paul II preach a sermon in Baltimore
in 1994, he said. "What we are seeing today is the kind of youth
who grew up in the John Paul generation."

He was impressed by the diversity of the crowds, he said, as well as
the numbers of young and old among them.

Applause greets Benedict

Vatican spokesman the Rev. Federico Lombardi said beforehand
that as many as 150 cardinals and 1,000 bishops would attend the
canonization ceremony, as well as some 6,000 priests.

Benedict, looking frail in his white robes, was greeted with applause
as he took his place among the bishops and cardinals.

Delegations from more than 100 countries around the world were
expected to be present, the Vatican said, including at least 24 heads
of state. A large Jewish delegation was also to attend, reflecting the
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efforts of both popes to reach out to the Jewish faith.

Sunday evening also marks the beginning of Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

The two popes canonized are:

John XXIII (1881-1963) -- known as Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli
before he became pope -- was one of 13 children born into a family
of Italian peasants, farmers from a tiny village in the country's north.
He was sent away to study for the priesthood at age 11.

John Paul II (1920-2005), born Karol Jozef Wojtyla, was brought up
in a grimy industrial town in Poland and raised by his soldier father
after his mother died when he was just 8 years old. He spent his
formative years living under first Nazis, then Communists.

His beatification is the quickest in modern times, made possible
because Benedict -- who succeeded John Paul in 2005 -- waived
the normal five-year waiting period after death to get someone's
beatification rolling.

Tomb visits

Vatican observers see the decision to canonize both popes together
as a masterstroke designed to invite unity within the Roman Catholic
Church, since it brings together a conservative and a reformer.

The day chosen for the ceremony, the first Sunday after Easter, is
significant because in the church calendar it is Divine Mercy
Sunday. Mercy was a theme important to both popes -- and to
Francis.

After the Mass, the Basilica of St. Peter will be open into the
evening to allow pilgrims the opportunity to visit the tombs of the
two new saints, Vatican Radio said.

John Paul II's relic, a vial containing his blood, is the same one
used for his beatification ceremony in 2011. John XXIII's relic is a
piece of skin removed from his body when it was exhumed -- in
order to move his body from the crypt under St Peter's Basilica to
the main Basilica -- for his 2000 beatification ceremony.

After the Eucharistic service, their names were included for the first
time in the chanting of the litany of the saints.

The huge crowds present in Rome reflect the fact that both men
were popular in life and known for their efforts to reach out to
ordinary people, a path which Francis also seems determined to
follow.

The event is the biggest in Vatican City since the election of Pope
Francis last year.

The Vatican's official website said civil security forces were
prepared and the subway system would run nonstop through the
weekend to accommodate the influx of pilgrims for the ceremony.

READ: The superstar popes: Why they're being canonized

READ: Five things you need to know about Pope John XXIII

CNN's Ben Wedeman and Delia Gallagher reported from Rome and Laura Smith-
Spark wrote and reported in London. CNN's John L. Allen Jr., Ralph Ellis and journalist
Livia Borghese contributed to this report.
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Pope John XXIII's relatively short time in office is
remembered chiefly for convening the Second Vatican
Council, which transformed the Roman Catholic Church.

The move, three months into his papacy caused surprise and in some
cases shock.

The man who many expected to be a caretaker pontiff became a hero for
progressive Catholics.

John XXII is also remembered for introducing the vernacular to replace
Latin in church masses and for creating warmer ties between the Catholic
Church and the Jewish faith.

He died from complications of stomach cancer in June 1963 after a
papacy lasting less than five years.

He has a big following in Italy, where he is known as Il Papa Buono, the
good pope.

The BBC's David Willey in Rome says that he turned out to be one of the
greatest forces for changes in the Church in modern times, and that his
promotion to sainthood was decided suddenly and very recently by Pope
Francis.

'Disdain of pomposity'

John XXIII - the 'Good Pope'
Latest

Images

Path to sainthood

John Paul II

The 'Good Pope'

'Historic event'

Previous

Next

John XXIII's papacy was characterised by unstinting devotion to Christian duties, say admirers

Related Stories

Popes to be
declared saints in
April

Share

News Sport Weather Capital Future Shop TV Radio More…

Shared

Read

http://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/managing/cookie-settings.html
http://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/managing/cookie-settings.html
http://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/bbc
http://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/bbc
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
http://www.bbc.com/news/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/us_and_canada/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/us_and_canada/
http://www.bbc.com/news/business/
http://www.bbc.com/news/business/
http://www.bbc.com/news/health/
http://www.bbc.com/news/health/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science_and_environment/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science_and_environment/
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology/
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology/
http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment_and_arts/
http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment_and_arts/
http://www.bbc.com/news/10462520
http://www.bbc.com/news/10462520
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27283453
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27283453
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27283453
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27283453
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27289897
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-27289259
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27289128
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27290010
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27254747
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27254747
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27285980
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27285980
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27282888
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27282888
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27289321
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27289321
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-27285555
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-27289259
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-27257911
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-27289141
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-27289401
http://www.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/7283155.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-27289259
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-27291032
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/europe/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/europe/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27172118
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27178419
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27140646
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27162060
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27160127
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-24330204
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-24330204
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-24330204
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27154491?print=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.com/news/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.com/capital/
http://www.bbc.com/future/
http://shop.bbc.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/a-z/


BBC News - John XXIII - the 'Good Pope'

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27154491[06/05/2014 13:27:41]

Woman pictured by stolen iPhone

Earl to sell mountain to pay off tax

N Korea: Life in US is a 'living hell'

Migrant dreams turn into Sahara sex
work

Treasure found on 'US ship of gold'

Freddie Starr will not be prosecuted

Hope for boost on Ukraine elections

BA jet crashes at Heathrow

The Indian village famous for its
bouncers

Russia's Lavrov holds news briefing

One-minute World News

Inside the Eurotunnel service tunnel

Parallel parking attempt is web hit

Pilot's 'masterful' crash landing

Ukraine soldiers killed in Sloviansk

Inflation woes before World Cup

Coverage of Pistorius trial

Elsewhere on the BBC

On winning form
With the Chevrolet Camaro Z/28, the automaker
builds a Porsche-worthy rival, writes BBC Autos

Programmes

Born Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli in the Bergamo area of Italy on 25
November 1881, John became pope in 1958, just before his 77th
birthday.

He is credited with only performing one miracle - the healing of a nun -
which meant Pope Francis had to waive customary rules requiring a
second miracle after beatification.

Admirers say his papacy was characterised by his unstinting devotion to
Christian duties including visiting prisoners and the sick.

But he is also remembered for his disdain of papal pomposity - insisting
that he should only be referred to as "the Pope" and reorganising the
College of Cardinals so that it became far more international in its
outlook.

Pope John appointed the college's first members from Japan, Africa and
the Philippines.

Groundbreaking

The Second Vatican Council - informally called Vatican II - comprised up
to 2,500 bishops and thousands of observers and laypeople

During four sessions between 1962 and 1965, it produced 16 documents
that are considered the foundation for the Roman Catholic Church as it is
known today.

Experts say Vatican II's proclamations were so groundbreaking because
of their emphasis on reconciliation - an important theme in post-war
Europe.

More Europe stories

An exhibition entitled 'The humility and courage that changed history" is dedicated to late Popes John
XXIII and John Paul II at the Vatican

More on This Story
Related Stories

Popes to be declared saints in April 30 SEPTEMBER 2013, EUROPE

European foreign ministers seek to build support
for this month's presidential election in Ukraine,
where troops are battling pro-Russian separatists.

Hope for boost on Ukraine elections

Vatican: States must tackle 'Lost' Mendelssohn song

Share this page
Share

Video/Audio

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-20668241
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-27289141
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-echochambers-27285885
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-27282888
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-27282888
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-27292491
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-27294888
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-27289897
http://www.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7343176.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-27034537
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-27034537
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-27295310
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/video_and_audio/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-27239290
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-22339001
http://www.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/7832301.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-27280463
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-27185067
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-27290823
http://www.bbc.com/autos/story/20140501-did-chevy-build-a-porsche-beater
http://www.bbc.com/autos/story/20140501-did-chevy-build-a-porsche-beater
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-27139328
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/europe/
http://feeds.bbci.co.uk/news/world/europe/rss.xml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-24330204
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27289897
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27289897
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27282069
http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-27253932
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27154491?print=true


Pope Francis Declares Popes John XXIII and John Paul II Saints in Historic Mass

http://mashable.com/2014/04/27/pope-francis-saints/[06/05/2014 13:30:02]

Pope Francis Declares Popes John XXIII and John
Paul II Saints in Historic Mass

BY LORENZO FRANCESCHI-BICCHIERAI / Apr 27, 2014

Pope Francis declared two of his predecessors, Popes John XXIII and John Paul II, saints in a historic mass on Sunday.

The current pope presided over a mass in front of 500,000 people who gathered in St. Peter's Square and surrounding streets at
the Vatican, including the recently retired Pope Benedict XVI, according to the Associated Press. This is the first time a reigning
pope and a retired one celebrated mass together, and the first time two popes were canonized at the same time.

SEE ALSO: Pope Francis Declares the Internet a 'Gift From God'

"We declare and define that Blessed John XXIII and John Paul II be saints, and we enroll them among the saints, decreeing that
they are to be venerated as such by the whole church," Francis said during the ceremony, according to the AP.

Francis decided to make John XXIII and John Paul II — two of the most popular popes in history — saints during the same mass
as a show of unity, underscoring the importance of the Catholic Church's conservative and progressive wings, respectively.

"John XXIII and John Paul II cooperated with the Holy Spirit in renewing and updating the church in keeping with her pristine
features, those features, which the saints have given her throughout the centuries," Francis said, according to the AP. "They were
priests, bishops and popes of the 20th century."

"They lived through the tragic events of that century, but they were not overwhelmed by them."

We're included a gallery of photos of the historic day in Rome, below:
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People Await
People wait to enter St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, on April 27, 2014, before the start of a historic day of four popes, with Popes
Francis and Benedict XVI honoring John XXIII and John Paul II by declaring them saints in the first-ever canonization of two pontiffs.

IMAGE:  VADIM GHIRDA/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Two New Saints
Nuns hold up a poster with portraits of Pope John Paul II, left, and John XXIII, right, in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  EMILIO MORENATTI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Faithful Fill the Streets
People fill via della Conciliazione, the road leading to St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  ANDREW MEDICHINI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pope Benedict XVI Arrives
Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI, center, arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  ANDREW MEDICHINI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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St. Peter's Basilica
The tapestries showing Pope John Paul II, left, and Pope John XXIII hang from the facade of St. Peter's Basilica, as Pope Francis leads a
solemn ceremony on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/ASSOCIATED PRESS

View From the Square
Faithful fill St. Peter's Square during a solemn ceremony led by Pope Francis, at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  DOMENICO STINELLIS/ASSOCIATED PRESS



Pope Francis Declares Popes John XXIII and John Paul II Saints in Historic Mass

http://mashable.com/2014/04/27/pope-francis-saints/[06/05/2014 13:30:02]

Pope Francis
Pope Francis gets his skullcap adjusted, as he leads a solemn ceremony in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  GREGORIO BORGIA/ASSOCIATED PRESS

View of St. Peter's Square
An estimate of around 800,000 faithful filled St. Peter's Square at the Vatican to attend the ceremony that declared John Paul II and John
XXIII saints on April 27, 2014

IMAGE:  ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Pope Francis' Blessing
Pope Francis delivers his blessing during a solemn canonization ceremony in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Nun's Tears
A nun cries as Pope Francis leads a solemn ceremony in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  EMILIO MORENATTI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Flags of The Vatican and Poland
The flags of the Vatican and Poland (the country of origin of John Paul II) wave, as Pope Francis leads a solemn ceremony in St. Peter's
Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  DOMENICO STINELLIS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Incense
Pope Francis asperses incense, as he leads a solemn celebration in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  ANDREW MEDICHINI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The Holy Communion
A priest gives holy communion to a woman in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  DOMENICO STINELLIS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pope Francis
Pope Francis is driven through the crowd after presiding over a solemn ceremony in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  DOMENICO STINELLIS/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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View of St. Peter's Square From Above
An aerial view of St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on April 27, 2014.

IMAGE:  ANDREW MEDICHINI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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